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(54) Absorbent product 

(57) In disposable diaper (1 0), an absorbent product 
is composed of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, a super ab- 
sorbent material, and the like, and includes elastic 
means (4) disposed adjacent both sides of the absorb- 
ent core (3) so as longitudinally to traverse the absorb- 
ent core (3) extending from the back to the stomach 
through the crotch when the disposable diaper is applied 
to the human body. Thus, when urine, faeces, body flu- 
ids, and the like are discharged, even if the weight of the 
absorbent core (3) is increased by absorbing the sub- 
stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 
ed because the shape retention property of the dispos- 



able diapercan be maintained by the tension of the elas- 
tic materials (4) longitudinally traversing the absorbent 
core (3). Accordingly, there can be provided a disposa- 
ble diaper which is not only excellent in fitting property 
when it is applied to the human body but also excellent 
in a leakage protection property because the shape re- 
tention property of the absorbent core (3) can be main- 
tained even if the amount of the substances absorbed 
thereby is increased and thus can give a worry-free feel- 
ing to a wearer. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an absorbent 
product such as an absorbent core of a disposable dia- 
per and absorbent product excellent in fitting property 
and shape retention property, in the preferred embodi- 
ment for a disposable diaper; including a method of 
manufacturing the absorbent product. 
[0002] The main function of an absorbent product 
used in disposable diapers for babies and adults is to 
absorb and contain body wastes discharged due to in- 
continence and the like. However, the body wastes may 
leak from a gap between the absorbent product and the 
leg or the waist of a wearer without being absorbed in 
the absorbent product. 

Absorbent products such as disposable diapers and 
sanitary napkins which have been on the market recent- 
ly mainly comprise an inner surface sheet, which is com- 
posed or a liquid pervious non-woven fabric, positioned 
on a skin side when the absorbent product is applied to 
the human body, a liquid impervious back sheet, which 
is composed of polyethylene, positioned on an outer 
surface when the absorbent product is applied to the hu- 
man body, and an absorbent core interposed between 
the sheets. 

[0003] More specifically, standing cuff gather sections 
are formed of standing cuff gathers composed of a non- 
woven fabric on both sides of a disposable diaper and 
an elastic material along the inner edge of each standing 
cuff gather. Side flap portions in which the absorbent 
core does not exist are formed of liquid impervious back 
sheet portions extending outward in a longitudinal direc- 
tion from the side edges of the absorbent core and the 
external sheet portions of the standing cuff gathers, and 
further a number of elastic rubber strings are disposed 
between the standing cuff gathers and the side flap por- 
tions along the longitudinal direction of the disposable 
diaper; thereby pleated flat gathers are formed along the 
side flap portions. 

[0004] That is, the disposable diaper is provided with 
leg elastic gathers for improving fitting property as well 
as for sealing around legs to prevent leakage when it is 
applied to the human body, waist gathers for sealing 
around the waist, and further barrier cuffs (Japanese Ex- 
amined Patent Publication No. 6-93901, Patent No. 
2561675, which corresponds to US 4 : 695,278) called 
standing cuff gathers which are eff ective with soft faeces 
and disposed inside of the leg gathers in a longitudinal 
direction on both ends of an absorbent core. 
[0005] In the conventional disposable diaper as de- 
scribed above ; the fitting property and leakage prevent- 
ing property are improved by the leg elastic gathers and 
the barrier cuffs. However, the conventional disposable 
diaper is disadvantageous in that soft faeces and urine 
are attached to and absorbed by an absorbent core, and 
when the amount of the absorbed substances increases 
as time passes, the absorbent core is dislocated down- 
ward by the weight of the substances and a gap is 



formed in the crotch portion. Thus, a problem arises in 
that the sealing property of the leg gathers and the bar- 
rier cuffs is made insufficient, and the substances leak 
and emit a bad smell from the gap. 
5 [0006] The present invention seeks to provide an im- 
proved absorbent product. 

[0007] According to an aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided an absorbent product as specified 
in claim 1 . 

10 [0008] According to another aspect of the present in- 
vention, there is provided a method of manufacturing an 
absorbent product as specified in claim 9. 
[0009] The preferred embodiment can provide a dis- 
posable diaper excellent in leakage prevention and ca- 

15 pable of giving a worry-free feeling to a wearer due not 
only to the improved fitting property of the disposable 
diaper when it is applied to the human body but also to 
the shape retention property thereof even if the amount 
of substances absorbed increases. 

20 [0010] More specifically, the preferred embodiments 
provide (with reference to the accompanying drawings) 
an absorbent product such as pad type and flat sheet 
type disposable diapers as well as a sanitary napkin and 
similar goods that consist of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, 

25 super absorbent material, and the like, wherein the ab- 
sorbent product includes a liquid pervious inner surface 
sheet 1, a liquid impervious back sheet 2 positioned on 
an outside surface, an absorbent core 3 interposed be- 
tween the inner surface sheet 1 and the back sheet 2, 

30 and elastic materials 4, typically composed of a number 
of elastic strings or strands in a linear shape, disposed 
adjacent to both sides of the absorbent core so as to 
longitudinally traverse the absorbent core extending on 
a human body from the back to the stomach through the 
35 crotch portion when the absorbent product is applied to 
the human body. 

[0011] When the absorbent product such as the pad 
type and flat sheet type disposable diaper as well as the 
sanitary napkin and similar goods is applied to the hu- 
40 man body from the back to the stomach through the 
crotch portion, the liquid pervious inner surface sheet 1 
faces the skin side, the liquid impervious back sheet 2 
faces the outside surface thereof, and the absorbent 
core 3 interposed between the sheets 1 and 2 is held by 
45 the elastic materials 4. 

[0012] Accordingly, when urine, faeces, body fluids, 
and the like are discharged, even if the weight of the 
absorbent core is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 
so cause the shape retention property of the absorbent 
product is maintained by the tension of the elastic ma- 
terials 4 longitudinally traversing the absorbent body 3. 
[0013] Preferably fastening materials 5", 5' are at- 
tached to both end portions of the absorbent product, 
55 and the absorbent product is fastened to a waist belt 
holder 7 and to tape type diapers 10L, 10M, and 10N, 
to pants type diapers 1 0P, 1 0Q, and 1 0R and to a diaper 
extend pants through the fastening materials 5\ 5' such 
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that the absorbent product extends from the back to the 
stomach through the crotch portion when it is applied to 
the human body. 

[001 4] Advantageously, the absorbent product is fas- 
tened to the waist belt holder as well as to the tape type 
diapers 10L, 10M, and 10N, to the pants type diapers 
10P, 10Q, and 10R and to the diaper extend pants 
through the fastening materials such that the absorbent 
product extends from the back to the stomach through 
the crotch portion when it is applied to the human body. 
[0015] Accordingly, not only can a secure fit be ob- 
tained around the waist when the absorbent product is 
applied to the human body but also the absorbent prod- 
uct can be replaced when it becomes dirty because it is 
fastened with the fastening materials. 
[0016] In another embodiment, there is provided an 
absorbent product which includes wing type disposable 
diapers 10C, 10D, and 10E and T-type disposable dia- 
pers 1 0F, 1 0G, and 1 0H as well as sanitary napkins 1 0A 
provided with a pants or a belt holder, and similar goods, 
each including the absorbent product. 
[0017] When each of the wing type disposable dia- 
pers 10C, 10D, and 10E and the T-type disposable dia- 
pers 10F, 10G, and 10H as well as the sanitary napkin 
1 0A is applied to the human body, the absorbent core 3 
facing the skin is held by the elastic strings 4 that are 
disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorbent core 
3 so as to longitudinally traverse the human body from 
the back to the stomach through the crotch portion. 
[0018] Accordingly, when urine, faeces, and body flu- 
ids are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbing 
body 3 facing the skin is increased by absorbing the sub- 
stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 
ed because the formation of a gap in the crotch portion 
is prevented by the tension of the elastic strings 4 lon- 
gitudinally traversing the absorbing body 3, and the 
shape retention properties of the disposable diapers 
10C, 10D, 10E, 10F, 10G, and 10H as well as the san- 
itary napkin 10A are maintained. 
[0019] Preferably, when provided as disposable dia- 
pers, wherein the tape type disposable diapers 10L, 
10M, and 10N are diapers each including an absorbent 
product and formed of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, a 
super absorbent material, and the like, and each of the 
tape type disposable diapers 1 0L, 1 0M and 1 0N include 
a liquid pervious inner surface sheet 1 positioned on the 
skin side when the disposable diaper is applied to the 
human body, a liquid impervious back sheet 2 posi- 
tioned on the outside when the disposable diaper is ap- 
plied to the human body, a waist hole section and leg 
hole sections, an absorbent core 3 interposed between 
the inner surface sheet "I and the back sheet 2, and elas- 
tic materials 4 directly attached to the back sheet 2 ex- 
tending from the back to the stomach through the crotch 
portion when the disposable diaper is applied to the hu- 
man body so as to longitudinally traverse the absorbent 
core 3. 

[0020] °When each of the tape type disposable diapers 



10L, 10M, and 10N is applied to the human body, the 
absorbent core 3 of the absorbent product facing the 
skin is held by the elastic materials 4 adjacent to both 
sides of the absorbent core so as to longitudinally 
5 traverse the human body from the back to the stomach 
through the crotch portion. 

[0021] Accordingly, when urine, faeces, and body flu- 
ids are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbing 
body 3 facing the skin is increased by absorbing the sub- 

10 stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 
ed because the formation of a gap in the crotch portion 
is prevented by the tension of the elastic materials 4 lon- 
gitudinally traversing the absorbing body 3 and the 
shape retention property of the tape type disposable dia- 

'5 pers 10L, 10M, and 10N is maintained. 

[0022] In embodiments providing pants-type dispos- 
able diapers 10P, 10Q, and 1 0R these are diapers each 
including an absorbent product consisting of fluffed 
pulp, synthetic fibres, a super absorbent material, and 

20 the like, and each of the pants disposable diapers, which 
has an outside surface, an inside surface, a front por- 
tion, a rear portion and a crotch portion including a liquid 
pervious inner surface sheet 1 , a liquid impervious back 
sheet 2 on the inner surface sheet, an absorbent core 

25 3 interposed between the inner surface sheet 1 and the 
back sheet 2, and elastic materials 4 directly attached 
between the inner surface sheet 1 and the back sheet 
2, which extends from the back to the stomach through 
the crotch portion when the disposable diaper is applied 

30 to the human body, and ejastjc materials^ directly at- 
ta^je^jnside of the in^eTsujtace sheetJL _s_o_as to Ion- 
git u d inallyt ra ve rseTh e^bsorbejnit c^oje 3. 
[0023] When each "of the pants type disposable dia- 
pers 10P, 10Q, and 10R, each having the absorbent 

35 product fastened to the inner surface sheet 1 , is applied 
to the human body, the absorbent core 3 of the absorb- 
ent product facing the skin is held by the elastic materi- 
als disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorbent 
core 3 so as to longitudinally traverse the human body 

40 f rorn the back to the stomach through the crotch portion. 
[0024] Accordingly, when urine, faeces, and body flu- 
ids are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbent 
core 3 facing the skin is increased by absorbing the sub- 
stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 

45 ed because the formation of a gap in the crotch portion 
* is prevented by the tension of the elastic materials 4 lon- 
gitudinally traversing the absorbent core 3, and the 
shape retention property of the pants type disposable 
diapers 10P, 10Q, and 10R is maintained. 

so [0025] Advantageously, the absorbent core 3 of the 
disposable diaper as well as the elastic materials 4 of 
the absorbent product are symmetrically disposed in a 
direction where they spread downward from an upper 
end portion or to the upper end portion from below at an 

55 inclining angle of 0° to 45° to the centre line of the ab- 
sorbent core 3. 

[0026] When such a disposable diaper is applied to 
the human body, the absorbent core 3 as well as the 
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elastic materials 4 of the absorbent product are symmet- 
rically disposed in a direction where they spread down- 
ward from an upper end portion or to the upper end por- 
tion from below at an inclining angle of 0° to 45° to the 
centre line of the absorbent core 3. 
[0027] Accordingly, when urine, faeces, body fluids, 
and the like are discharged, even if the weight of the 
absorbent core 3 is increased by absorbing these sub- 
stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 
ed because the shape retention property of the dispos- 
able diaper is maintained by the elastic force of the elas- 
tic materials 4 obliquely traversing the absorbent core 3 
with respect to the centre line thereof. 
[0028] Preferably, the expansion ratio of the elastic 
materials 4 is set larger on both side ends of the absorb- 
ent core 3 than the expansion ratio of the centre line 
thereof. Thus, when the absorbent product is applied to 
the human body from the back to the stomach through 
the crotch portion, the absorbent core 3, which is inter- 
posed between the liquid pervious inner surface sheet 
facing the skin and the liquid impervious back sheet 2 
extending the outer surface of the inner surface sheet 
1 , is pressed against the skin strongly on the external 
portionsthereof and softly on the internal portion thereof 
by the difference of the expansion ratio of the elastic ma- 
terials 4, forming an approximate arc shape having a 
gap in the inside thereof. 

[0029] Accordingly, the elastic materials disposed on 
both external portions of the absorbent product are 
pressed against the skin more strongly as compared 
with the internal portion thereof when the absorbent 
product is applied to the human body. Thus, when urine, 
faeces, body fluids, and the like are discharged, even if 
the weight of the absorbent core 3 is increased by ab- 
sorbing the substances, the leakage of the substances 
can be prevented by the elastic force of the elastic ma- 
terials 4. 

[0030] One embodiment provides a disposable diaper 
including standing cuff gathers on both sides of the ab- 
sorbent core 3 and having elastic materials 7, 8 at the 
standing extreme ends thereof, wherein the elastic ma- 
terials 7, 8 of the standing cuff gathers have an expan- 
sion ratio larger than that of the elastic materials 4 of the 
absorbent core 3 so that the contraction coefficient of 
the elastic strings gradually increases from the longitu- 
dinal centre line of the absorbent product to reach max- 
imum at the both sides thereof. 

[0031] Thus, when the disposable diaper, which in- 
cludes the standing cuff gathers on both sides of the ab- 
sorbent core 3 and having the elastic materials 7, 8 at 
the standing extreme ends thereof, is applied to the hu- 
man body from the back to the stomach through the 
crotch portion, the extreme ends of the standing cuff 
gathers facing the skin are strongly pressed against the 
skin at an expansion ratio larger than that of the elastic 
materials 4 of the absorbent core 3. 
[0032] Accordingly, the elastic materials 4 of the ex- 
treme end of the standing cuff gathers on both sides of 



the absorbent core 3 when the disposable diaper is ap- 
plied to the human body press the skin more strongly ■ 
than the absorbent core 3 disposed internally. Thus, 
when urine, faeces, body fluids, and the like are dis- 
5 charged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 3 is 
increased by absorbing the substances, the leakage of 
the substances can be prevented by the large expan- 
sion ratio of the elastic materials 4 provided with the 
standing cuff gathers.The preferred method of manufac- 
10 turing an absorbent product includes the steps of plac- 
ing a super absorbent material 64 mixed in an air stream 
on a tissue web where a continuous web is formed just 
before fluff pulp 31 as a material of an absorbent core 
is mixed with air and blown onto a suction drum 35, hold- 
15 ing the tissue web on the upper surface thereof by a tis- 
sue folding device 65 in a process in which the tissue 
web is transported by a conveyer, introducing the tissue 
web to press rolls 39 through belt presses 38, forming 
a continuous absorbent core 3 by pressing the tissue 
20 web to a predetermined density by the press rolls, cut- 
ting off the absorbent core 3 by a mat cutter through an 
emboss roll press 40, joining a liquid pervious inner sur- 
face sheet and a liquid impervious back sheet 43 having 
binders 46,47 previously applied to one of the upper and 
25 lower surfaces thereof to the cut-off absorbent core 3, 
and supplying a non-woven fabric sheet, to which a 
binder is applied, to the back sheet 43 that is attached 
to the lower surface of the absorbent core 3 together 
with a number of string-like elastic materials 44 such that 
30 the elastic materials are sandwiched between the ab- 
sorbent core 3 and the non-woven fabric sheet 45 and 
disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorbent core 
in a state in which the elastic materials 44 are applied 
with tension such that the expansion ratio of the elastic 
35 materials 44 is sequentially increased from the centre 
to the external portions thereof in a latitudinal (width) 
direction and attached between the absorbent core 3 
and the back sheet 43, or between the back sheet 43 
and the non-woven fabric sheet 45. 
40 [0033] Accordingly, the elastic materials 44 are sand- 
wiched and adhered between the absorbent core 3 and 
the back sheet 43, or between the back sheet 43 and 
the non-woven fabric sheet 45 while being applied with 
tension, sequentially increasing the expansion ratio 
45 thereof from the centre to the external portions thereof 
laterally in the process of continuously forming the ab- 
sorbent product. Thus, the absorbent product, which is 
curved in an approximate arc shape such that the ex- 
pansion ratio thereof is sequentially increased laterally 
so from the centre to the external portions thereof, can be 
continuously manufactured effectively. 
[0034] Embodiments of the present invention are de- 
scribed below, by way of example only, with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

55 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pad type (longitudinal) 
absorbent product according to a first embodiment 
of the present invention; * 
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Figure 2 is a plan view of a pad type (gourd type) 
absorbent product according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 
Figure 3 is a plan view of a pad type (elliptical) ab- 
sorbent product according to the first embodiment 5 
of the present invention; 

Figure 4 is a plan view of a pad type (elliptical) ab- 
sorbent product according to the first embodiment 
of the present invention; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a flat sheet type absorbent to 
product according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figures 6A and 6B are plan views of flat sheet type 
absorbent products according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 15 
Figures 7A and 7B are plan views of sanitary nap- 
kins according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 8A is a plan view of a sanitary napkin, and 
Figure 8B is a sectional view of the , sanitary napkin 20 
taken along the line B-B of Figure 8A; 
Figures 9A to 9E are sectional vjews taken along 
the lines A-A of Figures 1 to 8A and show the dis- 
position of elastic materials to an absorbent core of 
the absorbent product according to the first embod- 25 
iment of the present invention; 
Figure 1 0A is a side sectional view of a pad type 
disposable diaper according to a second embodi- 
ment of the present invention having an absorbent 
product attached to a waist belt holder with a fas- so 
tening means, and Figure 1 0B is a developed plan 
view of the absorbent product; 
Figure 1 1 A is a plan view of a tape type disposable 
diaper according to the second embodiment of the 
present invention to which an absorbent product in 35 
a pad type disposable diaper is attached with fas- 
tening means, and Figure 11 B is a sectional view of 
the tape type disposable diapertaken along the line 
C-C of Figure 11 A; 

Figure 12 is a side sectional view of a short type 40 
disposable diaper according to the second embod- 
iment of the present invention fastened to a sanitary 
napkin with fastening means; 
Figure 13 is a plan view of a wing type disposable 
diaper according to a third embodiment of the «5 
present invention; 

Figure 1 4A is a plan view of a T-type disposable dia- 
per, and Figure 1 4B is a sectional view of the T-type 
disposable diapertaken along the line E-E of Figure 
14A; 50 
Figure 15 is a plan view of a wing type disposable 
diaper according to the third embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 16 is a plan view of a wing type disposable 
diaper according to the third embodiment of the 55 
present invention to which an absorbent product is 
fastened likewise; 

Figure 1 7 is a plan view of a T-type disposable dia- 



8 

per according to the third embodiment of the 
present invention to which an absorbent product is 
fastened likewise; 

Figure 1 8 is a plan view of a T-type disposable dia- 
per according to the third embodiment of the 
present invention to which an absorbent product is 
fastened likewise; 

Figure 19 is a plan view of a tape type disposable 
diaper according to a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 20 is a sectional view of the tape type dis- 
posable diapertaken along the line F-F of Figure 19; 
Figure 21 is a developed plan view of a pants type 
disposable diaper according to the fourth embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 
Figure 22 is a sectional view of the pants type dis- 
posable diaper taken along the line G-G of Figure 
21; 

Figure 23 is a plan view of a tape type disposable 
diaper according to the fourth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 24 is a plan view of a tape type disposable 
diaper according to the fourth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 25 is a plan view of a pants type disposable 
diaper according to a fifth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 26 is a plan view of a pants type disposable 
diaper according to the fifth embodiment of the 
present invention likewise; 

Figure 27 is a flowchart of a manufacturing process 
according to a sixth embodiment of the present in- 
vention for manufacturing an absorbent product; 
Figure 28 is a view of an example of an apparatus 
for supplying a sufficient number of elastic materials 
in the state in which tension is applied to an absorb- 
ent product in such a manner that the expansion 
ratio of the elastic materials sequentially increases 
from the centre outwardly to both sides in the man- 
ufacturing process of the absorbent product; and 
Figure 29 is a view explaining another example of 
the apparatus for supplying the elastic material like- 
wise. 

[0035] Although there are described below six princi- 
pal embodiments of the present invention many other 
embodiments are disclosed and furthermore the fea- 
tures of the various described embodiments can be 
combined with and exchanged between one embodi- 
ment and another. 

[0036] A first embodiment of the present invention is 
sequentially described in detail with respect to Figures 
1 to 9 accompanied to the specification. Figure 1 is a 
plan view of a pad type (longitudinal) absorbent product 
according to a first embodiment of the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a plan view of a pad type (gourd type) ab- 
sorbent product according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; Figure 3 is a plan view of a pad type 
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(elliptical) absorbent product according to the first em- 
bodiment of the present invention; Figure 4 is a plan 
view of a pad type (elliptical) absorbent product accord- 
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention; Fig- 
ure 5 is a plan view of a flat sheet type absorbent product 
according to the first embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; Figures 6A and 6B are plan views of flat sheet type 
absorbent products according to the first embodiment 
of the present invention; Figures 7A and 7B are plan 
views of sanitary napkins according to the first embod- 
iment of the present invention; Figure 8A is a plan view 
of a sanitary napkin, and Figure 8B is a sectional view 
of the sanitary napkin taken along the line B-B of Figure 
8A, and Figures 9A to 9E are sectional views taken 
along the lines A-A of Figures 1 to 8A and show the dis- 
position of an elastic material to an absorbent core of 
the absorbent products according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0037] In Figure 1, reference numeral 9A denotes a 
longitudinal absorbent product according to the first em- 
bodiment of the present invention which relates to an 
absorbent product such as a longitudinal pad type dis- 
posable diaper, sanitary napkin, and similar products. 
The longitudinal absorbent product 9A is mainly formed 
of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, a super absorbent ma- 
terial, and the like in a longitudinal rectangular shape 
and composed of a liquid pervious inner surface sheet 
1 , a liquid impervious back sheet 2, a rectangular ab- 
sorbent core 3, and elastic materials. The inner surface 
sheet 1 is composed of a non-woven fabric and posi- 
tioned on the skin side when the absorbent product is 
applied to the human body; the back sheet 2 is com- 
posed of polyethylene and positioned on an outer sur- 
face side when the absorbent product is applied to the 
human body; the absorbent core 3 is composed of 
fluffed pulp and the like and interposed between sheets 
1 and 2. Further, the elastic materials are composed of, 
for example, a number of elastic strings, elastic strands, 
flat rubbers, urethane films, and any other linear forms 
(elastic strings 4 are used in this embodiment). When 
the absorbent product is applied to the human body, the 
elastic materials are disposed adjacent to both sides of 
the absorbent core 3 so as to longitudinally traverse the 
absorbent core 3 which extends from the back to the 
stomach passing through the crotch. 
[0038] Next, reference numeral 9B shown in Figure 2 
denotes a gourd type absorbent product such as a gourd 
type pad type disposable diaper, sanitary napkin, and 
the like. The gourd type absorbent product 9B is formed 
of the same materials as those of the above absorbent 
product in the gourd shape and composed of a liquid 
pervious inner surface sheet 1, which is positioned on 
the skin side when the absorbent product is applied to 
the human body, a liquid impervious back sheet 2, which 
is positioned on the outer surface when the absorbent 
product is applied to the human body, a gourd type ab- 
sorbent core 3 interposed between the sheets 1 and 2, 
and a number of elastic materials 4 disposed adjacent 



to both sides of the absorbent core 3. 
[0039] Further, reference numeral 9C shown in Figure 
3 denotes an elliptical absorbent product such as an el- 
liptical pad type disposable diaper, sanitary napkin, and 

5 the like. The elliptical absorbent product 9C is formed of 
the same materials as those of the above absorbent 
products in a gourd shape and composed of a liquid per- 
vious inner surface sheet 1 , which is composed of a non- 
woven fabric and positioned on the skin side when the 

10 disposable diaper is applied to the human body, a liquid 
impervious backsheet 2, which is positioned on an outer 
surface when the absorbent product is applied to the hu- 
man body, an elliptical absorbent core 3 interposed be- 
tween the sheets 1 and 2, and a number of elastic strings 

15 4 disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorbent core 
3. Further, reference numeral 9D shown in Figure 4 de- 
notes a modified elliptical absorbent product arranged 
in the same mode as the above absorbent products. 
[0040] Next, reference numeral 16A shown in Figure 

20 5 denotes a flat sheet type absorbent product such as 
aflat sheet type disposable diaper, sanitary napkin, and 
the like. The flat sheet type absorbent product 1 6A is 
formed of the same materials as those of the above ab- 
sorbent products in the flat sheet shape and composed 

25 of a liquid pervious inner surface sheet 1 , which is com- 
posed of a non-woven fabric and positioned on the skin 
side when the disposable diaper is applied to the human 
body, a liquid impervious back sheet 2, which is posi- 
tioned on the outer surface when the absorbent product 

30 is applied to the human body, a flat-sheet-shaped ab- 
sorbent core 3 interposed between sheets 1 and 2, and 
a quantity of elastic materials 4 disposed adjacent to 
both sides of the absorbent core 3. 
[0041] Reference numeral 16B shown in Figure 6A 

35 denotes a flat sheet type absorbent product such as a 
flat sheet type disposable diaper, sanitary napkin, and 
the like. The flat sheet type absorbent product 16B is 
also arranged in the same mode as the above flat sheet 
type absorbent product 16A, and a number of elastic 

40 strings 4 disposed adjacent to both sides of an absorb- 
ent core 3 are attached symmetrically in such a direction 
that they spread from the lower end portion toward the 
upper end portion at an inclining angle of 45° > 6 > 0° 
to the longitudinal centre line of the absorbent core 3. 

45 [0042] Reference numeral 16C shown in Figure 6B 
denotes the flat sheet type absorbent product such as 
a flat sheet type disposable diaper, sanitary napkin, and 
the like. The flat sheet type absorbent product 16C is 
also arranged in the same mode as the above flat sheet 

50 type absorbent product 16B. However, the absorbent 
product 1 6C is different from the absorbent product 1 6B 
in that a number of elastic strings 4 disposed adjacent 
to both sides of an absorbent core 3 are attached sym- 
metrically in such a direction that they spread from the 
55 upper end portion toward the lower end portion at an 
inclining angle of 45° £ 6 > 0° to the longitudinal centre 
line of the absorbent core 3. 

[0043] Next, reference numerals 22A and 22B shown 
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in Figures 7A and 7B denote sanitary napkins acting as 
absorbent products. As shown in Figure 7A, the sanitary 
napkin 22A is arranged in the same mode as the above 
absorbent products and composed of the same materi- 
als as those of the absorbent products. The sanitary 
napkin 22A has concave embossed portions 30 formed 
in correspondence to the crotch portion of an absorbent 
core 3 which extends from the back to the stomach 
passing though the crotch when the sanitary napkin 22A 
is applied to the human body. Further, a number of elas- 
tic materials 4 disposed adjacent to both sides of the 
absorbent core 3 are attached symmetrically in such a 
direction that they spread from the lower end portion to- 
ward the upper end portion at an inclining angle of 45° 
> B > 0° to the longitudinal centre line of the absorbent 
core 3. 

[0044] While the sanitary napkin 22B shown in Figure 
7B is also arranged in the same mode as the sanitary 
napkin 22A. the former napkin is different from the latter 
napkin in that a number of elastic materials 4 are at- 
tached symmetrically in such a direction that they 
spread from the upper end portion toward the lower end 
portion at an inclining angle of 45° > 6 > 0° to the longi- 
tudinal centre line of the absorbent core 3. 
[0045] Further the sanitary napkin 22C shown in Fig- 
ures 8A and 8B is arranged in the same mode as the 
sanitary napkins 22A and 22B. The sanitary napkin 22C 
has a quantity of elastic materials 4 on the back surface 
of a liquid impervious back sheet 2 positioned on the 
outer surface when the sanitary napkin 22C is applied 
to the human body, the elastic strings 4 being disposed 
parallel with each other adjacent to both sides of an ab- 
sorbent core 3 while longitudinally traversing the ab- 
sorbent core 3 that extends, when the sanitary napkin 
22C is applied to the human body, from back to stomach 
passing through the crotch, and non-woven fabrics 28 
are bonded to the external portions of the elastic mate- 
rials 4. Then, fasteners, 5', acting as adhering members 
are attached to the upper and lower ends of the non- 
woven fabrics 28. 

[0046] Thus, according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention, when each of the longitudinal absorb- 
ent product 9A, the gourd type absorbent product 9B, 
the elliptical absorbent product 9C, the modified ellipti- 
cal absorbent product 9D, the flat sheet type absorbent 
products 16A, 16B, and 16C, and the sanitary napkins 
22A, 22B, and 22C each arranged in the pad type is ap- 
plied to the human body from the back to the stomach 
through the crotch, the liquid pervious inner surface 
sheet 1 faces the skin and the outer surface of the inner 
surface sheet 1 is extended with the liquid impervious 
back sheet 2; and the absorbent core 3 interposed be- 
tween both the sheets 1 and 2 is held by the elastic ma- 
terials 4. Accordingly, when urine, faeces, and body flu- 
ids are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbent 
core 3 is increased by absorbing the substances, the 
shape retention property of the disposable diaper is 
maintained by the tension of the elastic materials 4 lon- 



gitudinally traversing the absorbent core 3, thereby leak- 
age of the substances can be prevented. 
[0047] Next.. Figures 9A to 9E are sectional views tak- 
en along the lines A-A of Figure 1 to Figure 8A and show 

5 various applications of the elastic materials. That is, the 
rubber strings 4 acting as the elastic materials are at- 
tached to the absorbent core 3 of each absorbent prod- 
uct of the first embodiment in such a state that the ex- 
pansion ratio of the elastic materials 4 increases grad- 

10 ually from the longitudinal centre line to reach maximum 
at both ends such that the cross section of the absorbent 
product is curved in an arc shape by the elastic action 
of the elastic materials 4. Thus, when each absorbent 
product is applied to the human body, the outer end por- 

15 tions of the absorbent core 3 are more strongly pressed 
against the skin than the inner portion thereof. 
[0048] First, in Figure 9A, the liquid pervious inner sur- 
face sheet 1 , which is composed of the non-woven fabric 
and positioned on the skin side when applied to the hu- 

20 man body, is arranged in a double structure of inner sur- 
face sheet 1 . Then, the elastic materials 4 shown in Fig- 
ure 9A are attached within the inner surface sheet 1 , 
such that the expansion ratio thereof gradually increas- 
es from the longitudinal centre line toward both ends 

25 thereof. 

[0049] The rubber strings 4 shown in Figure 9B are 
attached between the inside of the absorbent core 3 and 
the inner surface sheet 1 such that the expansion ratio 
thereof gradually increases from the longitudinal centre 

30 line toward both ends thereof. 

[0050] The elastic materials 4 shown in Figure 9C are 
attached in the absorbent core 3 such that the expan- 
sion ratio thereof gradually increases from the longitu- 
dinal centre line toward both ends thereof. 

35 [0051] The elastic materials 4 shown in Figure 9D are 
attached between the outside of the absorbent core 3 
and the liquid impervious back sheet 2 such that the ex- 
pansion ratio thereof gradually increases from the lon- 
gitudinal centre line toward both ends thereof. 

40 [0052] Further, in Figure 9E, a non-woven fabric NW 
is overlapped on the liquid impervious back sheet 2 
composed of polyethylene and positioned on the out- 
side when applied to the human body, and the elastic 
materials^ shown in Figure 9E are attached between 

45 the back sheet 2 and the non-woven fabric NW such 
that the expansion ratio thereof gradually increases 
from the longitudinal centre line toward both ends there- 
of. 

[0053] As described above, when the elastic materi- 
50 als 4 are attached to the absorbent core 3 by being var- 
iously disposed in a state in which the expansion ratio 
thereof gradually increases from the longitudinal centre 
line toward both ends and each of the above absorbent 
products is applied to the human body from the back to 
55 the stomach through the crotch, the absorbent core 3, 
which is interposed between the liquid pervious inner 
surface sheet 1 facing the skin and the liquid impervious 
back sheet 2 extending the outer surface of the inner 
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surface sheet 1 , is pressed against the skin strongly on 
the external portions thereof and softly on the internal 
portion thereof by the difference of the expansion ratios 
of the elastic materials 4 and is formed in an approxi- 
mate arc shape having a gap in the inside thereof. Ac- 
cordingly, when urine, faeces, and body fluids are dis- 
charged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 3 is 
increased by absorbing the substances, the leakage of 
the substances can be prevented by the difference of 
the elastic forces of the elastic materials 4. 
[0054] Next, a second embodiment of the present in- 
vention will be described with reference to Figures 1 0 to 
13. Figure 1 0A is a side sectional view of a pad type 
disposable diaper according to a second embodiment 
of the present invention having an absorbent product at- 
tached to a waist belt holder with a fastening member; 
Figure 1 0B is a developed plan view of the absorbent 
product; Figure 11 A is a plan view of a tape type dispos- 
able diaper according to the second embodiment of the 
present invention to which an absorbent product as a 
pad type disposable diaper is attached; Figure 11 B is a 
sectional view of the tape type disposable diaper taken 
along the line C-C of Figure 1 1 A, and Figure 1 2 is a side 
sectional view of a short type disposable diaper to which 
a sanitary napkin according to the second embodiment 
of the present invention is attached. 
[0055] Reference numeral 17 shown in Figure 10A 
denotes a waist belt holder. The waist belt holder 17 is 
formed in an annular shape such that it is attached 
around the waist of a human body, and fasteners 5 act- 
ing as adhering means are attached to the correspond- 
ing front and rear outside surfaces of the waist belt hold- 
er 1 7 at two positions. Both ends of the longitudinal ab- 
sorbent product 9A acting as the absorbent product of 
the first embodiment shown in Figure 1 , for example, 
are attached to the fasteners 5. 

[0056] While duplicate explanation is omitted, fasten- 
ers 5' are attached to the longitudinal absorbent product 
9A at the same intervals as those of the fasteners 5 of 
the waist belt holder 1 7 inwardly at both ends thereof in 
a longitudinal direction as shown in Figure 10B. A pants 
type disposable diaper 10 is arranged by attaching the 
fasteners 5' on both sides of, for example, the longitu- 
dinal absorbent product 9A to the fasteners 5 of the 
waist belt holder 17. When the waist belt holder 17 is 
attached around the waist of a human body, the longi- 
tudinal absorbent product 9A attached thereto extends 
from the back to the stomach through the crotch. 
[O057] According to this embodiment, the absorbent 
product 9A is attached to the waist belt holder 1 7 that is 
attached around the waist of a human body to extend 
from the back to the stomach through the crotch. Thus, 
when urine, faeces, and body fluids are discharged by 
incontinence and the like, even if the weight of the ab- 
sorbent core 3 is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 
cause the shape retention property of the longitudinal 
absorbent product 9A is maintained by the tension of 
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the elastic materials 4 longitudinally traversing the ab- 
sorbent core 3. 

[0058] Further, reference numeral 10N shown in Fig- 
ure 1 1 A denotes the tape type disposable diaper includ- 

5 ing the absorbent product. The tape type disposable dia- 
per 1 0N is formed of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, a su- 
per absorbent material, and the like. The tape type dis- 
posable diaper 1 0N is composed of a liquid pervious in- 
ner surface sheet 1 positioned on the skin side when the 

10 disposable diaper 10N is applied to the human body, a 
liquid impervious back sheet 2 composed of polyethyl- 
ene and positioned on the outer surface when the dis- 
posable diaper 10N is applied to the human body, and 
a waist hole section and leg hole sections each including 

15 a rectangular absorbent core 3 composed of fluffed pulp 
and the like and interposed between both sheets 1 and 
2. 

[0059] More specifically, the tape type disposable dia- 
per 1 0N includes a wide back pad section 1 2 positioned 
20 at the upper end portion so as to face the back, and a 
wide stomach pad section 11 positioned at the lower end 
portion extending from the upper end portion so as to 
face the stomach. A narrow leg section with curved lines 
is formed between the tower side of the back pad section 
25 1 2 and the upper side of the stomach pad section 11 so 
as to connect them to each other. Waist belts or waist 
elastic materials are longitudinally attached to the back 
pad section 12 and the stomach pad section 11 , and a 
number of rubber strings 24 acting as elastic materials 
30 are disposed along the waist belts or the waist elastic 
materials from one end of the front to near the square 
corners, and fasteners F are disposed on both ends of 
the upper portion. Further, rubber strings 8 are attached 
to both leg sections along the curved portions thereof 
35 between the squared portions. 

[0060] In the tape type disposable diaper 10N ar- 
ranged as described above, fasteners 5, 5 are attached 
at predetermined intervals to the back pad section 12 
and the stomach pad section 11 on the skin side of the 
40 inner surface sheet 1 . The longitudinal absorbent prod- 
uct 9A shown in Figure 1 0B is attached to these fasten- 
ers 5, 5 through the fasteners 5', 5' , or non-woven fabrics 
attached to both ends thereof so as to extend from the 
back to the stomach through the crotch. 
45 [0061] Reference numeral 10A shown in Figure 12 
denotes ordinary shorts. Fasteners 5, 5 are longitudinal- 
ly attached at predetermined intervals to the back pad 
section 12 and the stomach pad section 11 of the ordi- 
nary shorts 10A on the skin side thereof. The sanitary 
50 napkin 22C is attached to these fasteners 5, 5 through 
fasteners 5', 5', or non-woven fabrics attached to the 
both ends thereof such that the sanitary napkin 22C ex- 
tends from the back to the stomach through the crotch 
when applied to the human body. 
55 [0062] Thus, according to the second embodiment, 
since the longitudinal absorbent product 9A, and the like 
is attached to the waist belt holder 1 7, the tape type dis- 
posable diaper 1 0N, the shorts 1 0A, and the like through 
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the fasteners 5\ 5' such that the absorbent product 9A 
and the like extend from the back to the stomach through 
the crotch when applied to the human body, not only can 
a secure fit be obtained from the front body around a 
waist when it is applied to the human body but also the 
absorbent product 9A can be easily replaced when it be- 
comes dirty. 

[0063] Next, a third embodiment of the present inven- 
tion will be described with respect to Figures 13 to 18. 
Figure 1 3 is a plan view of a wing type disposable diaper 
according to the third embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. Figure 14A is a plan view of a T-type disposable 
diaper. Figure 14B is a sectional view of the T-type dis- 
posable diaper taken along the line E-E of Figure 14A. 
Figure 1 5 is a plan view of a wing type disposable diaper. 
Fig. 16 is also a plan view of a wing type disposable 
diaper. 

[0064] Figure 1 7 is a plan view of a T-type disposable 
diaper, and Figure 1 8 is a plan view of a T-type dispos- 
able diaper. Note that the same sections as those of the 
above sections are denoted by the same reference nu- 
merals, and the description thereof is omitted. 
[0065] Reference numeral 10E shown in Figure 13 
denotes the wing type disposable diaper. The wing type 
disposable diaper 1 0E includes a laterally long fastening 
section formed to an upper end portion and having a 
fastener F1 at one end thereof such that the fastening 
section is fastened around the stomach. A rectangular 
absorbent core 3 is interposed between a liquid pervious 
inner surface sheet 1 and a liquid impervious back sheet 
2 in a region extending continuously downward from the 
lower end of the fastening section so as to be curved 
and narrowed. Elastic materials 4 are attached to the 
back sheet 2 from the upper end portion to the lower 
end portion thereof so as to longitudinally traverse the 
absorbent core 3, and fasteners F2 are disposed on 
both end portions of the back sheet 2 at the lower end 
portion thereof at upper and lower positions. 
[0066] Rubber strings 8 acting as elastic materials are 
attached to the back sheet 2 in the narrow parallel leg 
sections on both sides of the absorbent core 3. Standing 
cuff gathers, which are composed of standing barrier 
cuffs 6 and rubber strings 4 that act as elastic materials 
and are attached to the extreme ends of the barrier cuffs 
6, are formed on both sides of the absorbent core 3, 
thereby the wing type disposable diaper including an ab- 
sorbent product is arranged. 

[0067] Thus, according to the wing type disposable 
diaper including the absorbent product, when the dis- 
posable diaper, with the standing cuff gathers having the 
elastic materials disposed at the extreme ends thereof, 
is applied to the human body from the back to the stom- 
ach through the crotch, the extreme ends of the standing 
cuff gathers facing the skin are strongly pressed against 
the skin by an expansion ratio larger than that of the 
elastic materials 4 of the absorbent core 3. As a result, 
the rubber strings 7 at the extreme ends of the standing 
cuff gathers, which are disposed on both sides of the 



absorbent core 3 when the disposable diaper is applied 
to the human body, press against the skin more strongly 
than the elastic force of the inner absorbent core 3. 
Thus, when urine, faeces, and body fluids are dis- 
5 charged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 3 is 
increased by absorbing the substances, the leakage of 
the substances can be prevented by the elastic force of 
the elastic means 4. 

[0068] Next, reference numeral 10F shown in Figure 
14A denotes the T-type disposable diaper. The T-type 
disposable diaper 10F has a waist belt 18 disposed to 
the upper end portion thereof and fastened around the 
back; a back sheet 2 is longitudinally extended down- 
ward from the waist belt 1 8 so as to extend from the 
back, where the waist belt 1 8 is positioned when the dis- 
posable diaper is applied to the human body, to the 
stomach through the crotch, and elastic means 4 acting 
as string-like elastic materials are longitudinally dis- 
posed to the back sheet 2 so as to traverse an absorbent 
core 3, thereby the T-type disposable diaper 1 0F includ- 
ing an absorbent product is arranged. 
[0069] Then, a fastener F1 is attached to either end 
of the waist belt 18 to attach it around the waist, and 
fasteners F2 are attached to the lower end of the inner 
surface sheet 1 on both sides thereof. 
[0070] Reference numeral 10C shown in Figure 15 
denotes the wing type disposable diaper. The wing type 
disposable diaper 10C includes a laterally long fasten- 
ing section formed to the upper end portion thereof and 
having a fastener F1 at one end thereof such that the 
fastening section is fastened around the stomach. A rec- 
tangular absorbent core 3 is interposed between a liquid 
pervious inner surface sheet 1 and a liquid impervious 
back sheet 2 in a region extending continuously down- 
ward from the lower end of the fastening section so as 
to be curved and narrowed. Elastic materials 4 are sym- 
metrically attached to the back sheet 2 from the lower 
end portion to the upper end portion thereof so as to 
longitudinally traverse the absorbent core 3 in a direc- 
tion where they spread at an inclining angle of 45° > 0 

> 0° to the longitudinal centre line of the absorbent core 
3. 

[0071] Then, a quantity of rubber strings 8, which 
have an elastic expansion ratio larger than that of the 
elastic means 4, are attached to the back sheet 2 in par- 
allel narrow leg sections on both sides of the absorbent 
core 3, thereby the wing type disposable diaper includ- 
ing the absorbent product is arranged. 
[0072] Reference numeral 10D shown in Figure 16 
denotes the wing type disposable diaper including the 
absorbent product. The wing type disposable diaper 
10D is the same in arrangement as the wing type dis- 
posable diaper 10C except that the elastic materials 4 
are symmetrically attached to a back sheet 2 from the 
upper end portion to the lower end portion thereof so as 
to longitudinally traverse an absorbent core 3 in a direc- 
tion where they spread at an inclining angle of 45° > ft 

> 0° to the longitudinal centre fine of the absorbent core 
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3. 

[0073] Reference numeral 10G shown in Figure 17 
denotes the T-type disposable diaper. The T-type dis- 
posable diaper 10G is the same in arrangement as the 
T-type disposable diaper 1 0F shown in Figures 1 4A and 
14B except that the elastic materials 4, which are dis- 
posed to a back sheet 2 extending from the back to the 
stomach through the crotch and positioned at the waist 
18 when the disposable diaper is applied to the human 
body, are symmetrically attached in a direction where 
they spread from the lower end portion to the upper end 
portion of the back sheet 2 at an inclining angle of 45° 
> 8 > 0° . 

[0074] Further reference numeral 10H shown in Fig- 
ure 1 B denotes the T-type disposable diaper. The T-type 
disposable diaper 10H is the same in arrangement as 
the T-type disposable diaper 1 0G except that the elastic 
means 4 are symmetrically attached to a back sheet 2 
in a direction where they spread from the upper end por- 
tion to the lower end portion of the back sheet 2 at an 
inclining angle of 45° > 8 > 0°. Note that the expansion 
ratio of the elastic materials 4 in this embodiment is set 
to increase from the longitudinal centre line of the ab- 
sorbent core toward both ends thereof, 
[0075] According to the third embodiment, when each 
of the longitudinal disposable diapers including the ab- 
sorbent product is applied to the human body, the ab- 
sorbent core 3 facing the skin is held by the elastic ma- 
terials 4 disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorb- 
ent core 3 such that the absorbent core 3 longitudinally 
traverses the human body from the back to the stomach 
through the crotch. Therefore, when urine, faeces, and 
body fluids are discharged, even if the weight of the ab- 
sorbent core 3 facing the skin is increased by absorbing 
the substances, the leakage of the substances can be 
prevented because the formation of a gap in the crotch 
portion is prevented by the tension of the elastic mate- 
rials 4 longitudinally traversing the absorbent core 3, 
and the shape retention property of the longitudinal dis- 
posable diaper. 

[0076] Next, a fourth embodiment of the present in- 
vention will be described with reference to Figures 1 9 to 
24. Figure 1 9 is a plan view of a tape type disposable 
diaper according to the fourth embodiment of the 
present invention. Figure 20 is a sectional view of the 
disposable diaper taken along the line F-F of Figure 1 9. 
Figure 21 is a plan view of a pants type disposable dia- 
per according to the fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. Fig. 22 is a sectional view of the disposable 
diaper taken along the line G-G of Figure 21 . Figure 23 
is a plan view of a tape type disposable diaper, and Fig- 
ure 24 is a plan view of a tape type disposable diaper. 
[0077] Reference numeral 10N' shown in Figure 19 
denotes the tape type disposable diaper. The tape type 
disposable diaper 1 0N' is approximately the same in ar- 
rangement as the tape type disposable diaper 10N 
shown in Figure 11 A except that standing cuff gathers, 
which are composed of standing barrier cuffs 6 and rub- 



ber strings 7 that act as elastic materials and attached 
to the extreme ends of the barrier cuffs 6, are formed on 
both sides of an absorbent core 3 and that a number of 
elastic materials 4 are directly attached to a back sheet 
5 2 so as to longitudinally traverse the absorbent core 3. 
Then, the rubber strings 7 of the standing cuff gathers 
have an expansion ratio larger than that of the elastic 
materials 4 of the back sheet 2. 

[0078] Reference numeral 10P shown in Figure 21 
10 denotes the pants type disposable diaper. The pants 
type disposable diaper 10P is formed of fluffed pulp, 
synthetic fibres, a super absorbent material, and the like 
and composed of an inner surface sheet 1, which is 
formed of a non-woven fabric and positioned on the skin 
15 side when the disposable diaper is applied to the human 
body, a liquid impervious back sheet 2, which is formed 
of polyethylene and positioned on an outer surface 
when the disposable diaper is applied to the human 
body, and a rectangular absorbent core 3 formed of 
20 fluffed pulp, and the like and interposed between sheets 
1 and 2. 

[0079] Further, the pants type disposable diaper 1 0P 
includes a wide back pad section 12 positioned at the 
upper end portion thereof so as to face the back, acting 

25 as a rear portion, and a wide stomach pad section 11 
positioned at the lower end portion thereof extending 
from the upper end portion so as to face the stomach, 
acting as a front portion. A narrow leg section having 
curved lines is formed between both sides of toe back 

30 pad section 1 2 and the stomach pad section 11 so as to 
connect them to each other, and a crotch section 13 is 
formed as an intermediate portion. Note that reference 
numeral 14 denotes side seal sections. 
[0080] The elastic expansion ratio of the rubber 

35 strings 7 of the barrier cuffs 6 is set larger than that of 
elastic materials 4 disposed in parallel with each other 
on both sides of an absorbent core 3 so as to longitudi- 
nally traverse it or disposed adjacent to the back sheet 2 . 
[0081] Thus, when the pants type disposable diaper 

40 1 0P including the absorbent product fastened to the in- 
ner surface sheet 1 is applied to the human body, the 
absorbent core 10 facing the skin is held by the elastic 
materials 4 disposed adjacent to both sides of the ab- 
sorbent core 3 so as to longitudinally traverses a human 

45 body from the back to the stomach through the crotch. 
Therefore, when urine, faeces, and body fluids are dis- 
charged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 3 fac- 
ing the skin is increased by absorbing the substances, 
the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 

50 cause the formation of a gap in the crotch is prevented 
by the tension of the elastic materials 4 longitudinally 
traversing the absorbent core 3 and the shape retention 
property of the pants type disposable diaper 10P. 
[0082] Next, reference numeral 10L shown in Figure 

55 23 denotes the tape type disposable diaper. The tape 
type disposable diaper 10L is fundamentally the same 
in arrangement as the tape type disposable diaper 10N 
shown in Figure 11 A according to the second embodi- 
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ment except for the absorbent product and the following 
point. That is, in the tape type disposable diaper 10L, 
elastic materials 4 are symmetrically attached to a back 
sheet 2 so as to longitudinally traverse an absorbent 
core 3 in a direction where they spread from a lower end 5 
portion to an upper end portion at an inclining angle of 
45° > 6 > 0° to a longitudinal centre line. 
[0083] Further, reference numeral 1 0M shown in Fig- 
ure 24 denotes the tape type disposable diaper. The 
tape type disposable diaper 1 0M is approximately the 
same in arrangement as the tape type disposable diaper 
1 0L shown in Figure 23 except that the elastic materials 
4 are symmetrically attached in a direction where they 
spread from an upper end portion to a lower end portion 
at an inclining angle of 45° > 8 > 0°. 
[0084] According to the fourth embodiment, when 
each of the tape type disposable diapers is applied to 
the human body, the absorbent core 3 facing the skin is 
held by the elastic materials 4 that are disposed adja- 
cent to both sides of the absorbent core 3 so as to 
traverse the human body longitudinally from the back to 
the stomach through the crotch. Thus, when urine, fae- 
ces, and body fluids are discharged, even if the weight 
of the absorbent core 3 facing the skin is increased by 
absorbing the substances, the leakage of the substanc- 
es can be prevented because the formation of a gap in 
the crotch is prevented by the tension of the elastic ma- 
terials 4 longitudinally traversing the absorbent core 3 
and the shape retention property of the tape type dis- 
posable diaper. 

[0085] Next, a fifth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion will be described with reference to Figures 25 and 
26. Figure 25 is a plan view of a pants type disposable 
diaper according to the fifth embodiment of the present 
invention, and Figure 26 is also a plan view of a pants 
type disposable diaper according to the fifth embodi- 
ment. 

[0086] Reference numeral 10Q shown in Figure 25 
denotes the pants type disposable diaper including the 
absorbent product. In the pants type disposable diaper 
10Q : elastic materials 4 are symmetrically attached to 
a wide stomach pad portion 1 1 facing the stomach when 
the disposable diaper is applied to the human body in a 
direction where they spread from an upper end portion 
to a lower end portion at an inclining angle of 45° > 6 > 
0° to the centre line CL of an absorbent core 3. Then, 
rubber strings 8 are directly attached to an inner sheet 
42 in curved leg sections along both curved portions 
thereof. 

[0087] Reference numeral 10R shown in Figure 26 
denotes the pants type disposable diaper. The pants 
type disposable diaper 10R is fundamentally the same 
in arrangement as the pants type disposable diaper 1 0Q 
shown in Figure 25 except that the elastic materials 4 
are symmetrically attached in a direction where they 
spread from the lower end portion to the upper end por- 
tion at an inclining angle of 45° > 0 > 0°. 
[0088] According to the fifth embodiment, when each 



of the pants type disposable diapers is applied to the 
human body, the elastic means 4 of the absorbent core 
3 are symmetrically disposed in a direction where they 
spread downward from an upper end portion or to the 
upper end portion from below at an inclining angle of 0° 
to 45° to the centre line CL of the absorbent core 3. 
Thus, when urine, faeces, and body fluids are dis- 
charged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 3 is 
increased by absorbing the substances, the absorbent 
core 3 is stably held by the elastic means 4 and the 
shape retention property of the disposable diaper can 
be securely maintained. 

[0089] Next, a method of manufacturing an absorbent 
product according to a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention will be described with reference to Figures 27 
to 29. Figure 27 is a flowchart of a manufacturing proc- 
ess according to a sixth embodiment of the present in- 
vention for manufacturing an absorbent product. Figure 
28 is a view explaining an example of an apparatus for 
supplying an elastic means in the state in which tension 
is applied to an absorbent product such that the expan- 
sion ratio thereof sequentially increases to reach maxi- 
mum at both ends thereof in the manufacturing process 
of the absorbent product. Figure 29 is a view illustrating 
another example of the apparatus for supplying the elas- 
tic material likewise. 

[0090] First, the manufacturing process of a pad type 
disposable diaper as the absorbent product will be de- 
scribed according to a manufacturing flow. As shown in 
Figure 27, a drum former 35 is an apparatus for uniform- 
ly stacking pulp by introducing fluffed pulp (hereinafter, 
referred to as "fluff pulp") 31 , which is a material of an 
absorbent core and supplied from a supply pipe 29 to- 
gether with air, to a dispersing roll 33 by feed belts 32 
and by blowing the fluff pulp 31 having been dispersed 
by the dispersing roll 33 onto a mesh wire 36 formed on 
the surface of a suction drum 35 by air taken from an air 
intake port 34. In the above process, just before the fluff 
pulp 31 mixed with the air is blown onto the suction drum 
35, a bead-shaped super absorbent material 64 mixed 
in an air stream is placed on a tissue web where a con- 
tinuous web of the absorbent core is formed. While the 
tissue web is transported by a conveyer 37, the tissue 
web is folded and overlapped on the upper surface 
thereof by folding both sides thereof by a folding device 
65, and then the tissue web is introduced to press rolls 
39 through belt presses 38 and pressed by the press 
rolls 39 such that the tissue web has a predetermined 
density; thereby a continuous absorbing core sheet 63 
is formed. 

[0091] Subsequently, the absorbing core sheet is 
transported by a conveyer 56 to improve urine dispers- 
ing property and the shape retaining property of the ab- 
sorbing core sheet 63, and the absorbing core sheet 63 
having passed through an emboss roll press 40 is intro- 
duced to a conveyer 57 and cut off individually by a mat 
cutter 41. In the process in which the thus cut-off ab- 
sorbing core sheets 63 are transported by a conveyer 
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58, a liquid pervious inner surface sheet 42 is supplied 
to the upper surfaces of the absorbing core sheets 63, 
and a liquid impervious back sheet 43 is supplied to the 
lower surfaces thereof. 

[0092] A continuous pad type disposable diaper, 
which is sandwiched between the inner surface sheet 
42 and the back sheet 43 by an end side press 52, can 
be adhered by previously applying binders 46 and 47 
such as a hot melt adhesive to the inner surface sheet 

42 and the back sheet 43. 

[0093] The pad type disposable diaper can be contin- 
uously manufactured by applying elastic materials 44, 
a non-woven fabric sheet 45, and the like to the pad type 
disposable diaper through binders 47 and 48 such as a 
hot melt adhesive. 

[0094] The length of the pad type disposable diaper 
is reduced by the contraction of the elastic means 44 
conveyed by a conveyer 62. Then, the pad type dispos- 
able diaper is supplied to a tri-folding process while be- 
ing held by a suction box disposed under the conveyer 
62 such that the disposable diaper is not displaced. 
[0095] The expansion ratio of the elastic materials 44 
is regulated by the difference between the surface ve- 
locities of elastic material rolls 51 shown in Figure 28 
and elastic material rolls 51 and 51 1 shown in Figure 29. 
That is, the surface velocities of the elastic material rolls 
51 and 51 ' correspond to the expansion ratio of the elas- 
tic materials 44. 

[0096] Each of the elastic material rolls 51 shown in 
Figure 28 is arranged as a stepped roll provided with a 
number of steps such that the roll diameter thereof is 
increased from the central portion of the absorbent core 
3 to the external side edges thereof. The elastic material 
rolls 51 are disposed at both end portions of a drive shaft 
50B driven by a servo motor 67, and the expansion ratio 
of the elastic materials 44 can be changed coaxially by 
drawing elastic materials 4 wound between the elastic 
material rolls 51 and a parallel roller 50A driven by a 
servo motor 66, respectively. 

[0097] Next, respective elastic material rolls 51 and 
51 ' shown in Figure 29 are obtained by dividing the 
stepped rolls 51 shown in Figure 28 and separately dis- 
posed to two shafts 50C and 50D driven by servo motors 
67 and 68, respectively. The expansion ratio of the elas- 
tic means 44 can be changed coaxially by drawing elas- 
tic material 44 wound between the elastic material rolls 
51 and 51 ' and the parallel roller 50A driven by the servo 
motor 66. 

[0098] That is, the non-woven fabric sheet 45, to 
which a binder is applied, is positioned on the back sheet 

43 that is positioned on the lower surface of the absorb- 
ing core sheet 63 together with the elastic materials 44 
such that the elastic materials 44 are sandwiched be- 
tween the back sheet 43 and the non-woven fabric sheet 
45 and disposed adjacent to both sides of the absorbing 
core sheet 63. In this process, the elastic materials 44 
are applied with tension such that the expansion ratio of 
the elastic materials 44 is sequentially increased later- 



ally from the centre to the external portions thereof and 
attached between the back sheet 43 and the non-woven 
fabric sheet 45. 

[0099] With the above arrangement, the elastic mate- 
5 rials 44 are attached between the back sheet 43 and the 
non-woven fabric sheet 45 while being applied with ten- 
sion, sequentially increasing the expansion ratio of the 
elastic materials 44 laterally from the centre to the ex- 
ternal portions thereof in the process of continuously 
10 forming the absorbent product. As a result, the absorb- 
ent product, which is curved in an approximate arc 
shape such that the expansion ratio thereof is sequen- 
tially increased laterally from the centre to the external 
portions thereof can be continuously manufactured ef- 
15 fectively in large quantities. 

[0100] The described embodiments can achieve the 
following advantages. 

[0101] As described above in detail, according to the 
embodiments falling within the scope of claim 1 , when 

20 urine, faeces, body fluids, and the like are discharged, 
even if the weight of the absorbent core is increased by 
absorbing the substances, the leakage of the substanc- 
es can be prevented because the shape retention prop- 
erty of the disposable diaper is securely maintained by 

25 the tension of the elastic materials longitudinally travers- 
ing the absorbent core. 

[0102] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 2, not only can a secure fit be ob- 
tained around the waist when the absorbent product is 
30 applied to the human body, but it also can be replaced 
when it becomes dirty because it is fastened through the 
fastening means. 

[0103] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 3 ; when urine, faeces, and body fluids 

35 are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 
facing the skin is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the formation of a gap in the crotch portion is pre- 
vented by the tension of the elastic materials longitudi- 
nally traversing the.absorbent core, thereby the leakage 

40 of the substances can be prevented because the shape 
retention property of the wing type and tape type dis- 
posable diapers each including the absorbent product 
is maintained. 

' [0104] According to the embodiments falling within 
45 the scope of claim 4 : when urine, faeces, and body fluids 
c are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 
facing the skin is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 
cause the formation of a gap in the crotch portion is pre- 
50 vented by the tension of the elastic materials longitudi- 
nally traversing the absorbent core, and the shape re- 
tention property of the tape type disposable diaper is 
maintained. 

[0105] According to the embodiments falling within 
55 the scope of claim 5 ; when urine, faeces, and body fluids 
are discharged, even if the weight of the absorbent core 
facing the skin is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 
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cause the formation of a gap in the crotch portion is pre- 
vented by the tension of the elastic materials longitudi- 
nally traversing the absorbent core and the shape re- 
tention property of the pants type disposable diaper is 
maintained. 

[0106] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 6, when urine, faeces, body fluids, 
and the tike are discharged, even if the weight of the 
absorbent core is increased by absorbing the substanc- 
es, the leakage of the substances can be prevented be- 
cause the shape retention property of the disposable 
diaper is maintained by the elastic force of the elastic 
materials obliquely traversing the absorbent core with 
respect to the centre line thereof. 
[0107] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 7, the elastic materials disposed on 
the both external portions of the absorbent product are 
pressed against the skin more strongly as compared 
with the internal portion thereof when the absorbent 
product is applied to the human body. Thus, when urine, 
faeces, body fluids, and the like are discharged, even if 
the weight of the absorbent core is increased by absorb- 
ing the substances, the leakage of the substances can 
be prevented by the elastic force of the elastic materials. 
[0108] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 8, the standing cuff gathers press 
against the skin more strongly than the elastic absorbent 
core disposed internally. Thus ; when urine, faeces, body 
fluids, and the like are discharged, even if the weight of 
the absorbent core is increased by absorbing the sub- 
stances, the leakage of the substances can be prevent- 
ed by the large expansion ratio of the elastic materials 
provided with the standing cuff gathers. 
[0109] According to the embodiments falling within 
the scope of claim 9, the elastic materials are attached 
between the back sheet and the non-woven fabric sheet 
while being continuously supplied with the tension ap- 
plied thereto for sequentially increasing the expansion 
ratio thereof from the centre to both sides laterally in the 
process of continuously forming the absorbent product. 
Accordingly, the absorbent product, which is curved in 
an approximate arc shape such that the expansion ratio 
thereof sequentially increases laterally from the central 
portion to both end portions, can be continuously man- 
ufactured effectively. 

[0110] The disclosures in Japanese patent applica- 
tion no. 2001 -3421 84, from which this application claims 
priority, and in the abstract accompanying this applica- 
tion are incorporated herein by reference. 

Claims 

1. An absorbent product including: 

a liquid pervious inner surface sheet (1 ); 

a liquid impervious back sheet (2) positioned 

on an outside surface; and 



an absorbent core (3) interposed between the 
inner surface sheet (1) and the back sheet (2), 

wherein elastic materials (4) are disposed ad- 
5 jacent both sides of the absorbent core (3) so as 

longitudinally to traverse the absorbent core (3) ex- 
tending substantially from the back to the stomach 
through the crotch when the absorbent product is 
applied to the human body. 

10 

2. A product according to claim 1 , wherein the product 
is provided as a pat type or flat sheet type dispos- 
able diaper, as a sanitary napkin or other goods 
formed of fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres or a super 

15 absorbent material. 

3. A product according to claim 2, wherein fastening 
means (5\ 5') are attached to both of end portions 
of the product and the product is fastened to a waist 

20 belt holder (1 7) as well as to tape type diapers (1 0L, 

10M, and 10N), to pants type diapers (10P, 10Q, 
and 1 0R) and to diaper extended pants through the 
fastening materials (5', 5') such that the product ex- 
tends from the back to the stomach through the 

25 crotch when it is applied to the human body. 

4. A product according to claim 1 , provided as a wing 
type disposable diaper (10C, 10D, and 10E), as a 
T-type disposable diaper (1 OF, 1 0G, and 1 0H) or as 

30 a sanitary napkin (10A) provided with either a pants 
or a belt holder or other goods including the product. 

5. A disposable diaper including an absorbent product 
according to claim 1 , wherein the diaper is of a tape 

35 type (10L, 10M, 10N) and the product is formed of 
fluffed pulp, synthetic fibres, a super absorbent ma- 
terial or similar material, the diaper including: 

a liquid pervious inner surface sheet (1), posi- 
40 tioned on the skin side when the disposable dia- 

per is applied to the human body; and 
a liquid impervious back sheet (2) positioned 
on the outside when the disposable diaper is 
applied to the human body; 
45 a waist hole section and leg hole sections in- 

cluding an absorbent core interposed between 
the inner surface sheet (1 ) and the back sheet 
(2); 

50 wherein elastic materials (4) are directly at- 

tached to the back sheet (2) extending from the 
back to the stomach through the crotch when the 
disposable diaper is applied to the human body so 
as to longitudinally traverse the absorbent core (3). 

55 

6. A disposable diaper including a product according 
to claim 1 , wherein the diaper is of a pants type (1 OP, 
1 0Q, 1 0R) and the product is formed of fluffed pulp, 
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synthetic fibres, a super absorbent material or sim- 
ilar material; the diaper including: 

an outside surface, an inside surface, a front 
portion, a rear portion and a crotch portion; 5 
a liquid pervious inner surface sheet (1 ); 
a liquid impervious back sheet (2) on the inner 
surface sheet (42); and 

an absorbent core (3) interposed between the 
inner surface sheet and the back sheet; 10 

wherein elastic materials (4) are directly at- 
tached between the inner surface sheet (42) and 
the back sheet (2), which extends substantially from 
the back to the stomach through the crotch when is 
the disposable diaper is applied to the human body, 
and elastic materials (4) are directly attached inside 
of the inner surface sheet (1), so as longitudinally 
lo traverse the absorbent core. 

20 

7. A product according to any of claims 1 to 6, wherein 
the absorbent core (3) and the elastic materials (4) 
are substantially symmetrically disposed in a direc- 
tion where they spread downward from an upper 
end portion or to the upper end portion from below 25 
at an inclining angle of 0° to 45° to the centreline of 

the absorbent core (3). 

8. A product according to any of claims 1 to 7, wherein 

the expansion ratio of the elastic materials (4) is 30 
larger at both ends of the absorbent core (3) than 
the or a centreline thereof. 

9. A product according to any of claims 1 to 8, includ- 
ing standing cuff gathers standing on both sides of 35 
the absorbent core (3) and having elastic materials 

(7, 8) at standing extreme ends thereof, wherein the 
elastic materials (7, 8) of the standing cuff gathers 
have an expansion ratio larger than that of the elas- 
tic materials (4) of the absorbent core (3). 40 

10. A method of manufacturing an absorbent product 
including the steps of: 

placing a super absorbent material (64) mixed *s 
in an air stream on a tissue web where a con- 
tinuous web is formed just before fluff pulp (31) 
as a material of an absorbent core is mixed with 
air and blown onto a suction drum (35); 
holding the tissue web on the upper surface so 
thereof by a folding device (65) in a process in 
which the tissue web is transported by a con- 
veyer; 

introducing the tissue web to press rolls (39) 
through belt presses (38); 55 
forming a continuous absorbent sheet (3) by 
pressing the tissue web to a predetermined 
density by the press rolls; 



cutting off the absorbent sheet (3) with a mat 
cutter (41) after passing it through an emboss 
roll press (40); 

joining a liquid pervious inner surface sheet 
(42) and a liquid impervious back sheet (43) 
having binders (46, 47) previously applied to 
one of the upper and lower surfaces thereof to 
the cut-off absorbent cores; and 
positioning a non-woven fabric sheet, to which 
a binder is applied, on the back sheet (43) po- 
sitioned on the lower surface of the absorbent 
core together with a number of string-like elas- 
tic means (44) such that the elastic materials 
are sandwiched between the absorbent sheet 
(3) and the non-woven fabric sheet (45) and 
disposed adjacent both sides of the absorbent 
core in a state in which the elastic materials (44) 
are applied with tension such that the expan- 
sion ratio of the elastic materials (44) is sequen- 
tially increased laterally from the centre to the 
external portions thereof and attached between 
the absorbent sheet (3) and the non-woven fab- 
ric sheet (45). 
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